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to take advantage of the bicycle commuting 
reimbursement, they were not eligible to re-
ceive transit or parking commuter benefits. 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act suspended the bi-
cycle commuting reimbursement benefit 
through 2025, taking away a valuable financial 
incentive for people who choose to bike to 
work. 

With more employees choosing to bike to 
work, it is critical that Congress reinstates the 
bicycle commuter benefit and uses this oppor-
tunity to improve the benefit to reflect present- 
day commuting options. The Bicycle Com-
muter Act of 2021 reinstates the bicycle com-
muter benefit and changes the structure of the 
benefit by making it a pre-tax benefit, allowing 
employees to receive a higher benefit amount, 
allowing the benefit to be used with parking 
and transit, and adding bikeshare and electric 
bikes as an eligible expense. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate to enact this legisla-
tion and provide Americans with cleaner, more 
efficient ways of commuting to work. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL SEAN D. FOSTER 

HON. JOHN R. CURTIS 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. CURTIS. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Sean D. Fos-
ter on his retirement from the Army. LTC Fos-
ter’s remarkable career spans nearly three 
decades of distinguished service in defense of 
our nation. 

LTC Foster’s career started in the Army Na-
tional Guard, where he enlisted as a Tank 
Crewman. He attended the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point and was commis-
sioned as an Infantry Officer upon graduation. 
After serving for five years in the Infantry, in-
cluding a year-long deployment to Iraq, LTC 
Foster attended law school and became a 
Judge Advocate through the Army’s Funded 
Legal Education Program. 

LTC Foster’s career as a Judge Advocate 
has been truly exemplary. He immediately es-
tablished himself as a criminal law expert and 
served in prosecutorial and defense capacities 
to ensure the fair administration of justice. No-
tably, LTC Foster was also selected to serve 
as the lead defense attorney for a general offi-
cer in a historic courtmartial that garnered na-
tional media attention. 

From 2014 to 2016, LTC Foster served in 
the Special Operations Community, deploying 
to Germany and Afghanistan. As the Group 
Judge Advocate for the 10th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne) at Fort Carson, Colorado, 
LTC Foster directly supported the develop-
ment of more than 60 complex special oper-
ations missions in 13 countries. 

LTC Foster was selected to participate in 
the Army’s Congressional Fellowship program 
in 2016. He earned a Master’s degree in Leg-
islative Affairs from George Washington Uni-
versity and worked as a Fellow in the U.S. 
Senate. In 2018, he continued on as a Legis-
lative Counsel in the Army’s Office of the 
Chief, Legislative Liaison, and also served as 
the Chief of the Army’s Congressional Re-
sponse team. As a Legislative Counsel, LTC 
Foster led multiple congressional delegations 

worldwide, and I can personally attest to his 
excellent leadership and communication skills 
from my own experience participating in dele-
gations led by LTC Foster. 

LTC Foster has compiled an outstanding 
record of significant contributions to the Army 
over the past 27 years and has unceasingly 
provided the highest standards of commitment 
to duty. His service to our great country is in-
deed a gift to the American people. I thank 
LTC Foster and wish him and his family the 
very best on this occasion of his retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING WIKIPEDIA FOR 
CELEBRATING ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I ask the en-
tire House of Representatives to join me in 
honoring Wikipedia on the 20th anniversary of 
its founding on January 15, 2001. The organi-
zation has developed a flourishing, free, and 
accessible home for the world’s knowledge 
and has become an indispensable part of our 
lives. 

While encyclopedias have long relied on a 
small number of academics and experts to 
write and update information, Wikipedia 
leverages a voluntary, community-based ap-
proach that has allowed the product to expand 
to cover an extraordinary array of topics that 
has worldwide scale, well beyond what all pre-
vious encyclopedias could cover, combined. 
To date, Wikipedians have created an aston-
ishing 175 million pages that are visited by 
two billion unique devices per month. 

The world-class team of people . . . em-
ployees and volunteers that administer 
Wikipedia, are a major reason why the project 
has been such a success, and I’m proud that 
many of my constituents are part of this group. 
Wikipedia’s success is also due to the fact 
that it is managed by a values-driven nonprofit 
organization, the Wikimedia Foundation. 

Wikipedia is a large part of the reason we 
all have the world’s information at our finger-
tips and it’s a privilege to congratulate 
Wikipedia on celebrating 20 years of informing 
the world. 

f 

A PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF 
POWER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
speaker, I was grateful to represent South 
Carolina’s Second Congressional District at 
yesterday’s inauguration of President Joe 
Biden and Vice President KAMALA HARRIS and 
to join my colleagues to witness this historic 
event. 

I appreciate the Capitol Police, National 
Guard, Secret Service, and all law enforce-
ment officers who worked to ensure our secu-
rity and a peaceful transition of power. The 
South Carolina National Army National Guard 
was ably led by Colonel Edward Cloyd includ-

ing Second District Congressional Office Dis-
trict Director 1Lt. Alex Morris. 

Moving forward, it’s time to keep working to-
ward what is best for the country. Americans 
still need a way out of this Wuhan pandemic, 
job growth, and continued support for our men 
and women in uniform. Having traveled with 
Senator Biden on delegations to Iraq and Bel-
gium, I know firsthand he can seek unity. 

Best wishes Congresswoman-Elect Claudia 
Tenney, fighting for a fair election. In conclu-
sion, God Bless our Troops, and we will never 
forget September 11th in the Global War on 
Terrorism. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CIVICS 
LEARNING ACT OF 2021 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Civics Learning Act of 
2021, a bill that aims to promote democratic 
ideals by ensuring that young Americans re-
ceive a strong civics education. 

On January 6, 2021, our country witnessed 
an armed insurrection on this sacred ground. 
This insurrection was fueled by lies and con-
spiracy theories that were allowed to take hold 
in too many minds of our fellow Americans be-
cause they have not come to understand even 
the most basic parameters of our democratic 
republic. Disturbingly, an Annenberg Public 
Policy Center poll conducted in 2018 found 
that only 32 percent of American adults could 
name all three branches of government. In 
2017, only 37 percent of Americans surveyed 
could name any of the rights guaranteed 
under the First Amendment. The failure to es-
tablish an extensive understanding of Amer-
ican democratic principles begins in grade 
school: In 2014, only 23 percent of eighth 
graders performed at or above the proficient 
level on the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress civics exam. This lack of 
civic awareness leads to an unstable bedrock 
for our democracy, which requires widespread 
knowledge of American government for it to 
function properly. 

This is why I have introduced the Civics 
Learning Act of 2021, which increases funding 
for innovative and evidence-based civics 
learning and teaching programs, including 
hands-on civic engagement activities, online 
and video game-based learning, service learn-
ing, and participation in student governance. 
Recognizing that most civics programs focus 
on high school teachers and students, this bill 
would ensure funding for elementary, middle, 
and high school programs to create a strong 
foundation for civic knowledge. In addition, this 
bill would prioritize funding for high-need 
schools, underserved populations, and low-ac-
cess areas such as rural or inner-city commu-
nities. With this focus, the bill can inspire the 
participation of marginalized communities and 
better integrate them into American democ-
racy. 

Madam Speaker, it is my sincere hope this 
body will expeditiously pass this measure. 
Doing so will reaffirm America’s commitment 
to civics education, fostering a more informed 
citizenship that will only strengthen our de-
mocracy. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE MASONIC 

PALESTINE LODGE NO. 357 F. & 
A. M. OF DETROIT 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many contributions of one of 
Detroit’s longest-serving fraternal and service 
organizations, Palestine Lodge No. 357 F. & 
A. M. 

Founded January 26, 1881, Detroit’s Pal-
estine Masonic Lodge has operated for one 
hundred forty years. The Palestine Lodge can 
count among its past members many high-pro-
file residents, including James Vernor, origi-
nator of Vernor’s Ginger Ale, a Detroit staple, 
and automotive pioneer Henry Ford. More re-
cently, the Palestine Lodge, in affiliation with 
the Michigan Masons, has helped make sig-
nificant contributions to its charitable founda-
tion to make meaningful impacts on the lives 
of countless Michigan residents. These actions 
are not limited to its scholarship programs for 
students, its bikes for books child literacy in-
centive program, as well as its S.A.Y. Detroit 
tutoring and literacy program. In addition, the 
Palestine Lodge members give countless 
hours of volunteer time on local community ini-
tiatives. 

Please join me in recognizing Detroit’s Pal-
estine Lodge No. 357 F. & A. M.’s many con-
tributions to the residents of Michigan and the 
13th Congressional District over the past one 
hundred forty years. 

f 

AYUDA ACT OF 2021 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Assuring You Uniform Dietary As-
sistance (AYUDA) Act, making the Northern 
Mariana Islands part of the national Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
My bill ensures individuals and families in our 
islands who rely on this help to put food on 
the table are treated equitably and receive 
similar levels of assistance available in other 
parts of our nation. 

Inclusion in SNAP for the people I represent 
remains a priority goal for me. I first intro-
duced the AYUDA Act in the 112th Congress. 
And in the years since, a pilot program has 
demonstrated the feasibility of including the 
Northern Marianas in SNAP. Taking this action 
will avoid future disruption in vital food aid. 
And it will relieve the administrative burden on 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to manage 
a one-off, block grant for our islands when 
right next door in the U.S. territory of Guam 
SNAP works perfectly well. 

The current block grant approach to food 
aid for the Northern Marianas continues to re-
duce assistance to those in need compared to 
other Americans. Because the arbitrarily 
capped block grant funds do not automatically 
respond to changing economic conditions, 
families in need face the prospect that their 
benefits will be reduced or cut off completely. 

In fact, just last October, the Commonwealth 
government stated it had no choice but to re-
move households from eligibility for the new 
fiscal year due to insufficient funds. Moreover, 
benefits were substantially cut by 25 percent 
on October 1, 2020. 

The time has now come to right the dis-
parity that keeps the majority-minority commu-
nity I represent excluded from this critical safe-
ty net program that has kept millions of Ameri-
cans from going hungry during the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

At a time when the Marianas economy con-
tinues to be shut due to the coronavirus crisis, 
I urge my colleagues to support this bill so 
that those in need are not treated differently 
simply because of where they live in America. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE AND 
QUIET SKIES ACT 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, today I am re- 
introducing my Safe and Quiet Skies Act from 
the 116th Congress to ensure that commercial 
air tour flights are adequately regulated to en-
sure in-air and on-ground safety and address 
widespread and accelerating community dis-
ruption. I extend a special thanks to my col-
leagues, Congressmembers NADLER, NEGUSE, 
NORTON, SHERMAN, and SIRES, for co-intro-
ducing this necessary measure. 

In 2019 alone, there were 17 sightseeing 
tour flight and skydiving accidents nationwide 
with 37 tragic deaths from six of those crash-
es. In my Hawaii alone, we saw three dead in 
the crash of a commercial air tour helicopter 
into a residential neighborhood, eleven more 
dead in the crash of a commercial skydiving 
plane, and then seven more dead in a com-
mercial air tour helicopter crash in a remote 
mountain region. Many other areas of the 
country have been equally impacted, espe-
cially those with high commercial usage, more 
dense populations, valuable natural resources, 
significant defense installations and other fac-
tors. 

These tragedies occurred amidst a rapid in-
crease in commercial helicopter and small 
plane overflights including residential, com-
mercial, and industrial neighborhoods, ceme-
teries and memorials, land and marine parks 
and other recreation areas, and sensitive mili-
tary installations. These have disrupted whole 
communities with excessive noise and other 
impacts, destroyed the peace and sanctity of 
special places, increased risk to not only pas-
sengers but those on the ground, and weak-
ened security and management of defense op-
erations. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
currently has virtually exclusive jurisdiction 
over these aircraft operations. Following these 
and other recent tragedies across the country, 
the National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB), which is responsible for investigating 
accidents but not for direct safety regulation, 
strongly recommended to the FAA that safety- 
related regulation of commercial tour heli-
copters and small aircraft skydiving operations 
is generally insufficient. 

Regarding ground disruption and risk, the 
FAA takes the position that its responsibility is 

strictly operational safety and national air-
space efficiency and does not extend to 
ground disruption and other negative impacts. 
As a result, the operators, aside from strict 
takeoff and approach, avoidance of estab-
lished flight paths and other limited cir-
cumstances, are virtually free to fly wherever, 
whenever, and as often as they want. And 
they do, with little to no self-regulation. 

This situation is unacceptable for both safe-
ty and community impact concerns. It is also 
not limited to Hawaii, with growing concerns in 
other areas with high commercial tour usage, 
more dense populations, valuable natural re-
sources, significant defense installations and 
other factors. 

This bill would first require the FAA to imple-
ment the NTSB’s recommended enhanced 
safety regulations. It would also prohibit flights 
over federal property that requires privacy, 
dignity, and respect, to include military installa-
tions, national cemeteries and national parks, 
wildlife refuges and wilderness. It would fur-
ther require the use of standard equipment to 
monitor the location of flights, apply the ‘‘ster-
ile cockpit rule’’ to tour flights (meaning in part 
that the pilot could not also be the tour guide), 
prohibit flights lower than 1,500 feet over ac-
tual ground, and limit decibel levels to those 
commonly applied to operations in residential 
areas. Additionally, the bill would allow states, 
localities, and tribes to impose stricter regula-
tions on tour flights in their jurisdictions with 
required public engagement. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to pass this bill into law. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILEY DECK 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2021 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, today I 
wish to honor a great American and steadfast 
public servant. James Wiley Deck is leaving 
the United States Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) after having served in critically 
important roles of increasing responsibility 
over the last four years. A polished leader and 
expert communicator, Wiley worked tirelessly 
throughout his time at DOT to keep the public 
safe on our nation’s roadways while helping to 
build the infrastructure needed to accommo-
date the future of American transportation. 

Wiley joined DOT in 2017 as the Director of 
Government Relations for the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). While 
in this role, he served as the principal advisor 
to the FMCSA Administrator with respect to 
legislative affairs, Congressional relations, and 
all policy matters affecting Federal, state and 
local governments, as well as public and pri-
vate interest groups. His innate ability to col-
laborate with a variety of government stake-
holders led to multiple legislative successes— 
including the securing of $100 million in auton-
omous vehicle research and development 
funding for DOT. 

In 2019, Wiley transitioned to the Office of 
the Secretary, where he served as Senior Pol-
icy Advisor to Secretary Elaine L. Chao. In 
that role, he served as the principal strategic 
advisor to the DOT Secretary on issues per-
taining not only to the FMCSA, but to the Na-
tional Highway Transportation Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA), Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA) and the Office of Drug and Alcohol 
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